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Dear Jan,
At the AIIA-sponsored forum on the 2017 Foreign Policy White Paper conducted in Melbourne
last week, you and Kurt Hockey talked about Australia‟s foreign policy interests in the broadest
terms while also recognising the need to make choices and to prioritise those aspects that will
optimise Australia‟s physical and economic security for the next decade and beyond. To distill all
this into a 100-page document described by Foreign Minister Julie Bishop as: “a philosophical
framework to guide Australia‟s engagement, regardless of international events” will indeed be a
challenge and I wish you every success.
My interest revolves around education as an effective foreign policy lever for enhancing
Australia‟s reputation for lifting the aspirations of potentially millions of people, not only in our
own region but in Africa, the Middle East and South America. While much of the focus to date
for attracting international students to Australia has been on secondary and higher education,
little has been done in the area of traditional vocational education and training (VET). Moreover,
there is increasing demand worldwide for skills that reflect the digital age, new technology and
innovation (eg robotics, 3D printing, etc) and the related need to service and maintain
sophisticated technical equipment such as used in the automotive and healthcare sectors.
My concern is that for Australia (via its universities, TAFEs and RTOs) to successfully deliver
VET services on the scale envisioned calls for a national „Australia Inc‟ strategic approach
appropriately structured and populated with outstanding management talent and teaching staff.
Most importantly, it calls for an execution/delivery model that builds Australia‟s reputation as
„best in class‟ in this vital area of education.
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